
MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2009
                                           

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Wednesday, February
18, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at Denis Morris Catholic High School in Niagara Falls.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Nieuwesteeg. 

2. Roll Call

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustee Crole from attending the
Special Board Meeting of February 18, 2009.

CARRIED
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The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board
Services and Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary

3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Special Board
Meeting of February 18, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda.

5. Overview of Special Board Meeting Procedures

Chairperson Burtnik welcomed all those in attendance, and gave an overview of the Special Board
Meeting Procedures.  It was reiterated that this Meeting is being held in order to provide an
opportunity for public input and for the Board to listen and ask questions of clarification regarding
pupil accommodation review.

Chairperson Burtnik affirmed that the recommendations resulting from the Special Board Meetings
and subsequent meetings of Senior Staff will be presented in a Senior Staff Follow-Up report at the
March 10, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting.

The audience was advised of the approved Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input
and the Delegation Application Process, which required written applications requesting the
opportunity to appear as a delegation be submitted to the Director of Education no later than 4:00
p.m. on Friday, February 10, 2009.

Trustees received copies of the written submissions on February 10, 2009 allowing them the
opportunity to thoroughly review the submissions prior to the presentations.

B. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Pupil Accommodation Review Highlights and Recommendation

John Crocco, Director of Education, presented the Pupil Accommodation Review highlights and
recommendations currently being proposed as a result of the Accommodation Review Committee
recommendations and the subsequent Senior Staff review.

Director Crocco reviewed the process followed along with the approved schedule of events, and
stated that all presentations and correspondence are posted on the Board’s Website under the Pupil
Accommodations Review Tab.
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C. DELEGATIONS

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
ST. CATHARINES ELEMENTARY                                                  

1. St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

Tom Urlocker, Community Representative, made a presentation regarding St. Nicholas Catholic
Elementary School as it relates to the Pupil Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

2. St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

Alanna Howell, Leslie Landolt, Lee Page, Cathy Sonier, Yvonne Wowk, representatives of the St.
Nicholas Catholic Elementary School community made a presentation regarding the Pupil
Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

3. St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

Phyllis Bonomi, Community Representative, made a presentation regarding St. Nicholas Catholic
Elementary School as it relates to the Pupil Accommodation Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

4. St. Catharines Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee

Heather Foss of the  St. Catharines Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee, made
a presentation regarding St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School as it relates to the Pupil
Accommodation Review.

Trustee Charbonneau asked is there was a Local Provincial Contact supporting the St. Catharines
Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee.  Ms. Foss responded that the Provincial
Government does support the initiatives of the Committee, but there is no one locally directly
speaking on their behalf.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.

5. Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School, St. Catharines

Tom Baker and Norm Herbert, Community Representatives, made a presentation regarding Our
Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School, St. Catharines as it relates to the Pupil Accommodation
Review.

The presentation is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.



Niagara Catholic District School Board
Minutes of the Special Board Meeting
February 18, 2009
Page 4 of 4                                        

2009-02-18 - BD MINUTES - PUBLIC.wpd

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS& OTHER BUSINESS

1. Correspondence

Director Crocco presented the following requests to present delegations to the Special Board
Meeting of Wednesday, January 18, 2009.  He explained that the requests were not submitted
within the timeline stated in the Delegation Application Process.  He explained that the request
was not submitted within the timeline stated in the Delegation Application Process, but that the
correspondence is provided for all Trustees and will be considered in the Senior Staff Follow-Up
report.

1.1 Robert Schmidt - Michael J. Brennan Catholic Elementary School

1.2 Mags Purcha - Elementary Schools in St. Catharines

1.3 Dagmar Thoms - St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

1.4 Mags Purcha - St. James Catholic Elementary School

E. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

1. Special Board Meeting - Monday, February 23, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.
Denis Morris Catholic High School

F. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

G. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the February 18, 2009 Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be
adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on February 18, 2009.

Approved on the 24th day of February 2009.

_________________________________ _________________________________
Kathy Burtnik John Crocco
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer
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